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Quick Facts
Identified 55 water leaks around campus thanks to
enhanced leak detection
Converted 75% of campus irrigation system to a
smart irrigation network.  
Upgraded HVAC condensate capture system, allowing
12.6 million gallons of condensate water from campus
air conditioning systems to be harvested from
buildings for reuse in the campus cooling towers 
Launched the Campus Water Master Planning
process, featuring a comprehensive study of water
conservation, reuse, and efficiency opportunities
along with goal-setting to advance water
sustainability for the Rice campus. 

Rice University

consumed 235

million gallons

of water in

2022 compared

to 259 million

gallons in 2019,

a 9.3%
reduction

Rice University
Water Year in Review 2023

Brian Patterson (January)1.

McNair Hall – A (March)2.

McNair Hall – B (March)3.

Alice Pratt Brown Courtyard – North (May)4.

Alice Pratt Brown Courtyard – South (May)5.

Brockman Hall Fountain rework (May)6.

GRB Lawn (June)7.

Soccer Field Lawn (June)8.

Cameron Field Lawn (June)9.

Brockman Opera Lawn (June)10.

The Grove Lawn (June)11.

12.Lovett College Lawn (June)

13.BRC Lawn (June)

14.North Colleges Lawn (June)

15.Wiess College Lawn (June)

16.Cohen House (August)

17.South Plant Cooling Water Line (August)

18.South Plant Domestic Water (August)

19.Biology Condensate Recovery (September)

20.Keck Hall Condensate Recovery (September)

21.Allen Center Lawn (November)

22.Keck Hall (December)

New Water Meter Installations

The Office of Sustainability in partnership with Facilities and Capital Planning continues to
lead efforts to save water across the Rice University campus. Since 2019, they’ve worked
together to install and monitor water sub-meters on campus buildings, irrigation systems,
utility plant equipment, and elsewhere to track water consumption and to quickly detect
leaks. As a result, the campus has been able to save almost double the initial cost of the
meters themselves while providing more reliable data regarding campus water usage. 

The 12.6 million gallons of HVAC condensate harvested from campus building for
reuse in cooling towers in 2023 is enough to fill 19 Olympic-sized swimming pools.


